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Issue 4389, May 2013 
 

Next club meeting: May 20th, 2013, 7:00 pm, West Side Café, Camp Bowie Blvd 
 

Presidents Corner: by Ken Knotts

Information is often critical and most always good.  In this age 
of instant communication, our website provides a lot of 
information about our club, upcoming and past field events, 
weather, and many other things that might be important to 
your next outing.  Joe Jopling works very hard to keep the 
information current and put timely pictures and results on the 
site.  It is something we can all be proud of as, I think, it is a 

reflection of the high standards of the Thunderbirds club and 
its members. 
If you are a contest director for an event, please be sure to 
send your pictures, event write-up and results to Joe.  Please 
have your information complete and send only the pictures 
you want posted.  Remember to keep pictures down to a 
reasonable size because the larger they are the longer it takes 
to download them.  See it at http://www.fwthunderbirds.org/ 

Ken Knotts    

President, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 

 
 

Vice Presidents Report: by Will Campbell 
 

No report this month
              

Will Campbell    

Vice President, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 

 
April Meeting Minutes: by Tab Bowlin 

 
Meeting call to order at 7P.M. by president Ken Knotts 
 
Ken welcomed all members and guest. 
 
OFFICERS REPORTS: 
 
Vice President: Will Campbell, nothing to report 
 

Treasurer: Gary Alphin reported that the club was in good 
standing. Gary also reported to the club that since there was going 
to be 3 events in a row on the weekends an extra porta-potty was 
going to be at the field for 1 month. A club member asked why, 
with the reason being we have to pay for one-month minimum on 
the rental. 
 

Secretary: Tab Bowland, nothing to report 
 

Safety Officer: Jimmy Newton, reminded everyone to make sure 
that they knew why the first aid kit was located at the field. 
 

Newsletter: Woody Lake reminded everyone to make sure he has 
your correct e-mail address for the newsletter. Woody also gave 
us a quick update on the Warbird event on May 4th. 
 

Events: 
 

The following members, Ken Knotts, Gary Nelson, Woody Lake, 
Tom Blakeney, and Joe Joplin, conducted a fly-in and educational 
seminar for approximately 35 students at the Benbrook Middle 
School. The event took place March 27th. 
 

Heli-event: Will Campbell reported that there were 53 pilots for 
this year’s event, with a lot of fun had by all who attended. There 
were several contests held throughout the day, with a Cajun meal 
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in the evening on Saturday, followed by a night helicopter fly. 
There were many nice comments by the pilots as to how nice our 
field was. Will closed by thanking all of the sponsors and the club 
for their support. 
 

SPA: To be held on April 27 and 28th. A reminder was made 
letting members know that the field would be open for flying after 
approx. 6PM on Saturday and 1PM on Sunday 
 

Pylon Racing: May 18th 

 
Old Farts Fly-in: June 12th 
 

Old Business: 
 
A quick update on the SAE event was given by Tom Blakeney, 
with more to follow by Oliver Alvarado. 
 
Second Quarter Fun Fly: Randy Davis asked the club what all 
they would like to do. If you have any suggestions please get with 
Randy. 
 
New Business: 
 
It was brought up to the club that August 17th was National Model 
Aviation Day and would the club like to participate. A brief 
discussion followed about what to do, some suggestions was a fun 
fly with some sort of a fundraiser. More details to follow. 
 

Ken Knotts received an email from a guest camping at Bear 
Creek campground space #40 that early on Sunday morning April 
21 a plane was flying over the campsites. As a reminder to all 
pilots, please fly in our designated fly zones of the field. Please do 
not fly west of our parking lot. It’s up to all club members to help 
enforce this rule. 
 
It was brought up that we are having a lot of people coming into 
the field from the park looking for a place to fish. It was 
mentioned that the club should consider putting up a sign at the 
entrance stating “no lake access”. Further discussion to be made 
by the officers on this issue. 
 
Chip Mull, handed out nice coffee mugs to all that were in 
attendance. Thanks Chip!!! 
 
SAE Event: Oliver Alvarado gave the club a more detailed report 
about the event overall and stated that the Ft Worth Thunderbirds 
did a great job and that we would be hosting again next year. 
 

Oliver presented a plaque to the Thunderbirds from SAE thanking 
the club for a good job, well done. President, Ken Knotts accepted 
the plaque on behalf of all Thunderbirds.  
 
And finally, Oliver presented to all of Thunderbirds who help 
work the event a chance to have their name drawn for some nice 
gifts. The following is a list of names drawn. 
 
For all the ladies who helped, they were presented a Visa gift 
card. 
 
Futaba Fast Receiver: Bob Hoover 
$25.00 Roy’s gift card: Benny Throne 
Triton Charger: Chip Mull 
180 High Torque starter: Chuck Ezell 
Blade MQX Quad copter: James Meadows 
Balance Charger: Craig Carson ( TX Wings) 
Evolution 46 motor: Gary Alphin 
S-Bach 342 plane: Everett Gunther 
Blade MCX helicopter: Jason Meadows 
Electric F-27 Stryker: Terry Thorpe 
O.S. Max 46 motor: Chad Fraser 
Triton Charger: Tab Bowland 
Aeronica 15E Champ: Tom Blakeney 
Spitfire Electric plane: Ken Knotts 
Charger: Rick Byrd 
Ducted fan Mig 15: Dave Hudson 
Spitfire Nitro plane with retracts: Monty Smith 
O.S. 65AX motor: Jim Crain 
UMX Beast 3d plane: Mel Wells 
P-40 plane: Dave Dingman 
Strega Mustang plane: Woody Lake 
Pole Cat elect plane: Mark Ehlers 
F-4 Corsair plane: Gene Hodges 
Mini Ultra Stick plane: Murray Adams 
Super Cub RTF plane: Elton Rodden 
Archer elect plane: Will Campbell 
Blade MSR helicopter: Ron Kosar 
Big Stick 40 ARF plane: Michael Gaston 
Expo 3d plane: Andy Hubert 
 
Congratulations to all winners!!!!! And thanks Oliver and SAE 
for all the nice gifts. 
 
Show and tell: Dennis Nile showed a nice foamy Alpha jet that he 
made. Thanks Dennis. 
 
No Raffle drawing this month. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:15 PM by Ken Knotts. 

 

Tab Bowlin 

Secretary, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
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Treasurers Report: by Gary Alphin 
 
No report this month. 

Gary Alphin 
Treasurer, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 

 

SAE 
 
What a great weekend of SPA flying. The weather, the camaraderie, and the flying were great.  There were 24 pilots who enjoyed 

the light winds and excellent temperature to test their flying skills.  Pilots flew 4 rounds Saturday and 2 rounds Sunday morning.  

No airplanes were lost although Richard Tibbits tried on the opening flight of the day.  No ailerons, hit the fence and broke the 

motor off.  He was ready to go home when Blake Arnold said “hold on” and took the motor mount off his disabled airplane and 

gave it Richard who was then able to fly the rest of the contest.  That’s what SPA is about.  Then Michael Clements had a flameout 

on his first flight and landed in the trees, damaging the leading edge on both sides of the wing.  A little tape and he was back in the 

air winning second place in the new Advanced class. 

Tab Bowland cooked hamburgers for lunch and Gary Alphin brought some 

homemade Chili for “Dinner at the field”.  Everyone was enjoying hot dogs, chili and 

Fritos when Dave Dingman said he had a show and tell.  Dave brought out a beautiful 

custom made Compensator and told 

everyone about the feather light 

airplane.  It is covered with Monocote 

and the color scheme is outstanding.  

Dave then said the airplane was made 

for Lindy Quinton for all the work he 

has done for the SPA and how 

members  appreciate his positive attitude through some really trying times after 

the death of his father Dan.  That was a really emotional event for Lindy and 

those who participated. 

There were 10 pilots in Novice and Gary Nelson won over Tony Stelly.  

Novice-B had one pilot and Frank Reed ran away with it.  The Sportsman class 

winner was Mark Ehlers who edged Gary Alphin by less than 12 points.  Chuck Lee ran away with Advanced class and won 5 of the 

6 rounds.  Expert saw Ellis Newkirk edge Dave Dingman with some excellent flying.  We also saw some fantastic flying by AMA 

Master champion Rick Byrd who flew a borrowed airplane on Saturday and won the third round after he got the feel of the airplane. 
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Every pilot won a gift and an OS 65 AX was raffled with the winner being Lindy Quinton who just happens to have a brand 

new airplane to put it in.  Let us know how it flies Lindy. 

Thanks to Ellis Newkirk for his photo journalism.  In addition to being a very good expert pilot, he is a pretty darn good 

photographer. 
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Novice B: First 

 
Frank Reed 

 

Novice:  First   Second   Third 

 
Gary Nelson  Tony Skelly  Tim Reed 

 

Sportsman: First   Second   Third 

 
Mark Ehlers   Gary Alphin  Murry Adams 

 

Advanced: First   Second   Third 

 
Chuck Lee  Michael Clements  Ken Knotts 

 

Expert: First   Second   Third 

 
Ellis Newkirk  Dave Dingman  Rick Byrd 
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2013 Warbird Report: by Terry Thorpe 

 
It was a bit chilly at setup time however the temp warmed up and the wind stayed down for the morning flying. 
Around noon it started to really get windy and by 4 pm it was really blowing. We had 51 pilots and 94 aircraft. All in 
all it was a wonderful turn out and a fun fly event. Woody and I would like to thank: 
 Mel Wells, Ian Waring and Bob Hoover for taking care of Registration.  
Chuck McLeroy for taking care of the T-34 Raffle ticket sells. 
Gary Alphin, Jeanne Alphin and Tab Bowman for setting up the food service area and the great Hamburgers and Hot 
dog you all BBQed. What a wonderful job you all do with the preparation to get supplies together, setup, food 
preparation, cooking, serving the food and putting all that stuff away when done - which is no little job. And you 
surprised us with the chili this time. 
And a special thanks to Ian Waring, JC Dean, Ken Knotts, Tab Bowman and Gene Lord for the mowing you did on 
Friday, the field looked great and I heard a lot of complements. You guys are just Great In My Book. These guys do 
every event like this and that’s a lot of work. 
The T-34 raffle went very well the aircraft and engine was donated by Gary Alphin and the servos were donated by 
Woody Lake.  There was no cost to the club for this item. When we called Scott Franklin to tell him he won the 
airplane it was nothing but a big surprise to him. The airplane was delivered to him Monday morning and he still 
couldn’t believe he won it. 
Woody Lake donated all the insignias and rank patches involve in promotions for the pilots attending this event. He 
puts a lot of time in researching the attendance at this event so a pilot is not over-looked for a promotion (He is 
definitely Mr. Warbird). He has been with this event 17 years, which is really great. 

 
 

Safety Corner 
 

Thunderbird Safety 

This months’ article is about a subject we would all like to avoid, Cancer; specifically, skin cancer. The UV (ultra-
violet) rays of the sun are the primary cause of skin cancer. Doctors are unsure of why or what exactly triggers skin 
cancer but it is generally agreed that once you have been sunburned, skin cancer can occur up to 40 years later. 
There are three types of skin cancer; Basal cell carcinoma, Squamish cell carcinoma, (these two are generally 
curable if caught before they spread) both non-melanoma cancers. The final type, melanoma skin cancer is the one 
that is the bad one and can be fatal. The symptoms of skin cancer are a change in the appearance of the skin, such 
as a new growth or a sore that will not heal. Any unexplained changes in the appearance of the skin lasting longer 
than two weeks, should be evaluated by a doctor. 
How do you avoid getting skin cancer? Avoid prolonged exposure to the sun especially around noon time when 
UV radiation is at its peak, avoid tanning beds altogether. (The risk of skin cancer is 4 times higher for those using 
tanning beds as opposed to the sun). Use of a waterproof or water resistant sunscreen with a UVA protection rating 
of SPF 30 or higher and re-apply it every 2 to 3 hours. Avoid exposure as much as possible by wearing protective 
clothing (such as broad brimmed hats, and tightly-woven protective clothing while outside. Finally, check yourself 
or have a loved one check you for any changes in skin appearance and have it checked out by a dermatologist if 
you have any doubts. 
One final note; skin cancer is the most common form of cancer in the U.S. and the most common form is Basal cell 
carcinoma (90% of all skin cancer is this type and very treatable if caught before it spreads). Myself, I would like 
to avoid all types as I am sure all of you do also; so be safe and let your motto be “prevention”. 

Jimmy Newton  

Safety Officer 
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HISTORIC  AUCTION!   PROCEEDS TO THE CLUB!   BRING $ 

 

 

This is an RC replica of a Tiger Shark, the first 

control line model kitted in 1939 by the Victor 

Stanzel Company in Schulenburg Texas. The 

original was controlled by a single line and a 

fishing pole—no control surfaces. This one has 3 

Futaba servos controlling elevator, rudder and a 

Super Tigre .29 engine. Never flown. Support 

your club. Bid high at the Monday meeting and 

it’s yours!  

 

Joe Joplin 
 
RC Report 
 

 

Eduardo Esteves is shown here with his wife and caller 
Ana, with his beautiful and very impressive P-47 
Thunderbolt razorback built from a CARF-Models 
composite kit.  

 
The Thunderbolt’s wingspan is 110 inches and weighs in 
at 62 pounds. Finished with Klasskote epoxy paint, the 
model is a replica of the P-47 flown in the second world 
war by the Lieutenant Steve Pisanos, 

 

The P-47 took one year to complete and was built at Frank 
Tiano’s shop by Denny DeWeese. Some special features 
like operational Cowl Flaps, scale exhaust and landing 
light mechanism were made in Brazil by Octávio de Paula. 
The impressive cockpit interior is from the Propag Team 
from the Chech Republic. The Thunderbolt is powered by 
a Moki 250cc radial engine turning a Xoar 32x 18 
propeller. 

 
 
 

Credit: Text and photos provided by Gerry 
Yarrish Senior Technical Editor Model 
Airplane News 
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THUNDERBIRD 2013 CALENDAR 
 

DATE   EVENT     POINT OF CONTACT 
 

May 18th  Q-25 Race (Rain Date June 1st   

  
 

June 12th  Old Farts Fly-in 
 

July 20th  Boy Scout Training 
 

August 3rd  Summer Float Fly 
 

October 12-13  Sr. Pattern (SPA) 
 

October 26-27  IMAC Event 
 

November 2nd  Electric Fly In 
 

November 9th  Winter Float Fly 
 

November 16th  Q-25 Race (Rain date: November 30) 

 
 

AREA EVENTS 
 
 

June 2nd   114th RC Club Float Fly In   Bob Hubbard hubbardwendell@hotmail.com 
         www.114thrc.org 
    
June 08-09 Texas Scale Championships (GSW)  Lawrence Harvillelawharv@yahoo.com 
         www.flygsw.org 

 
June 14-16 Warbirds Over Texas    Ed Kettler ed.kettler3@verizon.net 
   North Dallas RC Club Field   www.warbirdsovertexas.com 
 

 

www.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.org 

 

President:  Ken Knotts              
E-Mail: kenknotts826@gmail.com

Vice President:  Will Campbell 
E-Mail: wcampbell@maseratiusa.com
 

Secretary:  Tab Bowland 
E-Mail: glasstron175@hotmail.com 

 
Treasurer:  Gary Alphin        
E-Mail: gary.alphin@gbrx.com 

Safety Officer: Jimmy Newton               
E-Mail:  jim-newton@att.net               

Pilot’s Log:  Woody Lake                       
E-Mail: at6pilot@att.net                                   

 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTIZERS 
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$3.00 OFF 
Full Service Oil 

Change for 

Fort Worth 

Thunderbirds 

Len and Debbie invite you to receive: 
 

$3.00 Off a Full Service Oil Change including Oil, Lube    
and Filter. 
Complete Fluid Top Off, Check Tire Pressure and Vacuum 
Interior + 16 point inspection. 

 
 
 
 
 

2850 Fort Worth Highway 
Hudson Oaks, TX 76087 
(817) 594-2602 

 
 Coupons must be presented at time of service.  Offers   

cannot be combined with any other offer. One coupon 

per visit. 
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                               Membership Application and Renewal Form 

 This form is the approved application form for all existing and new members. There is no initiation   fee for new members. Your membership 

is valid from 1 January to 31 December each year.   After July 1’st New Individual and Family memberships are @ 50% of rates shown 

below:                                          

1. A current Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA) membership card is required to fly at the flying site.   
2. Only an AMA membership card may be placed in the frequency board.   
3. All members except Honorary, Junior, Family and Associate are eligible to vote in club business.                                  

44..  Family Membership dues are $10 higher than individual..      

55..  NNoottee::  PPaarrttiiaall  PPaayymmeennttss  ccaannnnoott  bbee  aacccceepptteedd      
6.     All members should also purchase the Association Membership Badge at a cost of $ 13.00 

Membership Types (Circle Membership Requested) 

Individual Member ---- $100.00       Membership Badge ----- $13.00 each       Total $ ________ 
The individual member is a single membership. An individual has all rights and privileges. New Members joining after July 1st will pay a minimum 
of $50.00 for the remainder of the year.  
 

Family Member ----     $110.00      Membership Badge ----- $13.00 each         Total $_________ 
Family membership consists of a primary member, spouse and children. A child is defined as an individual 18 years of age or younger residing in the 

same household as the primary member. Family members are eligible to participate in all association functions. Only the primary members are 

eligible to vote and hold an association officer position. 

Additional Family Member names please list here with phone numbers: 

 

Associate Member -- $50.00      Membership Badge ----- $13.00 each           Total $_________ 
Associate membership is ½ the individual dues rate at $50.00 per calendar year. To be eligible for an associate membership you must reside greater 
than 50 miles from the flying site at Benbrook Lake. Associate members may not vote.  
 

Junior Member----    $10.00            Membership Badge ----- $13.00 each        Total $_________ 
Membership offered/limited to 16 years of age or less must always be accompanied by a guardian or Parent and never be left at the field alone. 
Membership has no voting rights. The annual dues are $10 per calendar year. If other family member holds an individual membership then this will 
be added to that membership.  
 

Constitution and Bylaws 
The association’s most current rules and regulations are posted on the web site at www.fwthunderbirds.org. By signing this application, you 

acknowledge that you will abide by the rules as posted at the flying field and on the association’s web site. 

First Name: ______________________________________     Last Name: _____________________________________ 

Street Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ State: ______________________   Zip: _______________ 

Phone Number: _________________________________________________ AMA Membership #__________________ 

Email Address: _________________________________________________ Club News letter will be emailed unless stated 

otherwise 
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Emergency Contact Info: Name____________________________ Ph# ___________________________ 

Mail completed application and check to:  

 Fort Worth Thunderbirds,   Attn: Gary Alphin, Treasurer, 917 Herby Del Trail,   Azle, TX 76020 

Your signature indicates that you agree to and will abide by the rules and regulations of the Fort Worth Thunderbirds 

PLEASE SIGN HERE: ___________________________________________________  DATE: ______________________________ 

 

 

 

 


